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SERIOUS THOUGHTS, &. 


* HERE is no ſenſible, reflecting 
Chriſtian heart, in all his Majeſty's 

005 I dominions, that does not bleed at 
| the dreadful proſpect opened to us by 
the unnatural civil war in which this nation 
(ſo renowned amongſt foreigners for its peculiar 
moderation and good ſenſe) is at preſent involved 
with the American colonies ;==a war which 
may ſcarcely be conſidered in a better light than 
that of ſelf- murder, as the loſs of every life that 
falls in it may at leaſt be accounted the loſs of 
a valuable branch of the community by one of its 
own. hands, as well as a diminution of our na- 
tural ſtrength; to which may be added the im- 
mooſe detriment fuſtained by the numerous mar 
Lian 1 nu- 


*of truth, and the real nature of the caſe. And 


eſpecially to the Britiſh empire, on ; varidis' - 
counts; to ſaꝝ nothing of the pleaſure it muſt 
afford our jealous and itividious enemies and ri- 
vals, the neighbouring naval powers, who re- 


joice to ſee us take the ſword out of their hands 


to ſheath it in our own bowels; and wilt if 


- Providence prevent not, when they perceive us 


to be ſufficiently weakened, embrace the oe 
. to Nee _ any us. $ 
This alarmlig « commotion has been the tub 
1 of much ahercation, acti imony, and in- 
'Fe&ive, on both ſides; and perhaps each party, 
Ain ehbie rü through an impetuous, miſgulded 
tal, "may have been carried beyond the" bounde 


*We may venture to aſſert, that if Chriſtian tem- 
per, moderation, and that divine precept whith 

'exhotts'us'to'do all to the glory of God, ad t 
follow peace with all men, bad been duly at- 
*tended to and obſerved, the preſent melancholy 


fene had never been exhibited to bur view, 


but, on the contrary, 2 reciprocal "friendſhip, 


9 with a — correſpondenes 
bigbly 


to 
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Kighly en to bach. parties, would haye 
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. friends and others | here, afficm with confidence, 


our "preſent. rulers conſiſt chiefly of a ſet of men 
firmly attached. to the abjured. xace of the 
Stuafts, and who have been repreſented, during 
the, whole courſe. of this reign, as endeavouripg 
to extend the prerogative. of the crown beyond 
its due limits, to the prejudice of the other two 
component parts of the conſtitutian,—and, jn 
conſequence, by a corrupt and profuſe e. 
Aration of affairs, ſport wich the juſt rights, pf 


ide prople-rattempt 10 render the King (agd 


[likewiſe themſelves hy a pprljamentary majority) 
abſolute dictators over the whole gation, to the 
total ejection of the diſſenting revolutional W 
tereſt, whom the Americans conſider as the | un- 
.biplled and hearty friends of A Myftri- 
ous, reigning. "family, and AS moſt zea) Leal 22 35 
tached. to the maintenance. of that juſt equili- 

huium in the Nate, which our happy cooftitution 
is wiſely. calculated to preſerve without parti- 


75 and with a view to the. general and per- 
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- manent vaters ayd proſperity of the whole, 
pal principle evidently rending 10 ptomete 
- the enjoyment of civil and religious liberty on a 
ficm | baſis to each member of the body politig.— 
15, I fi) it be true, that men of this arÞitr 
"id obnoxious tad have for fo long time, and 
do at preſent, -as as they maintain, hold the reips 
5 government, effects the moſt fatal to the 
-happirieſs and peace of this nation und its Lg 
4 pendencies, will 4 J inevitably enſue, "and; as” 
been expetie; nced. in ſormer reigns, where” "this 
' ſort of governors have bad the afcendant; Withd's 
"will degenerate from bad to worſe.—Should this 
be the preſent! caſe (wbich Heaven avert I) I 5 


bs diftern hi: pretended friends 


0 ' Heads" and foes, to remove the wicked from hls 


” preſente, chat his throne may | de des fo ia 
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i Wi ITT to the coloniſts, we Bd that 
the) an eſtors of the preſent ſettlers quitted Fog: 
Hol, = place of their nativity, early in 


Jaft- century, and fled from perſecution to . 
N they e to e 
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they 
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they might enjoy that liberty of conſchence 
Which was denied them in England, on ac- 
of conformity, obliging miniſters of diſſenting 
congregations: to:adhere to the modes of wor- 


ſuip eſtabliſhed in the-national church, by which 


ſevere law many of thoſe minifters were eje u, 
notwithſtanding they were "diſtinguiſhed both 
for learning and piety, and whaſe emigration to 
America drew great numbers of their-floek after 
them, which laid the firſt foundation of that 
floutiſhing colony's population. In proceſs bf 
time, the inhabitants, by their prodigious in- 
. creaſe and unwearied induſtry, have raifed that 
onte inboſpitable..and almoſt barren ſpot᷑ into 
chat opulent ſtate wherein we now findiſt, and 
. whoſe ufefulneſs' to the parent country, 38 well 
. a8 individuals, has been for many years bappily 


and uninterruptedly experienced by us Happy 
for both, had ſo invaluable a OA deen cou 
tinued to the daten rt Tag Wi, 


2 04s 1331. 12 71 TEN 


jt oro very far from juli ag all the 


'proceeflings. gaken by-theſe (perhaps in a meg- 
Aure deluded) people, and caugot undeftake t 
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1 
vindicute ſome of Aalen aten a6 che Wack 
mencement of the quarrel now ſubſiſtingg bat 
muſt remark, that it would be mote becoming 
men and chriſtians,' to aſeribe the lawleſs: oue- 
„ by the more turbulent part of 
them to the firſt ebullitions of the ungeverna- 
— fury of the unthinking rabble (which in all 
countries ate the ſame) than to conſider them 


as the acts of the more ſober, ſenſible, and re- 


flecting part (who expreſs. their deteſtation of 
them) and puniſh them accordingly It would, 
1 humbly apprehend, have derogated nothing 
from the parent to have patiently, cooly, and 
* diſpaſfionately treated with theſe her high · ſpi- 
-rited, refractory children, and, hy a rational ro- 
monſtrance, to have ſet forth the reaſonableneſs 
and neceſſity of their contributing a proportion- 
able quota to the expences of government and 
to make it appear to their ſatisfaction and that 
of the public, that it was not inconſiſtent with 
the tenor of their charter ſo to do, nor with the 
Authority of the Britiſh Parliament to make 
ſuch requiſition— But alas! it is ſhocking to. 
" humanity, and abhorrept to chriſtianity,” to fee, 


that in the place ad f quid means, an Engliſh 
| ſenate 


"4 68 1 


ſenate, Mould adopt, in a manner, the etyckpro- 

ſeription of che / Romans againſt their Carthagi- 
nian competitots; Drienda off: Carthage, d. d. 
Ameriea muſt be deſttoyed.— Thus by. forcihle 
and violent meaſures, ſuch as deſolation and de- 
population, cauſing the means · do fruſtrate be 
very ends they were intended to promote and 


aecompliſh. The good Lord convinee the ag- 
5 greſſors (hoe ver they may be) of their error, 
f numble proud ſpirits, and give them repentance 
5 unto liſe be fore it is too late, that they may not 
; have to anſwer, at the great day of account; - 
| for ihe various complicated miſeries this; a- 
; chievous war has already occaſioned,+ and may 
ö Kill be productive of Þ+ >! 1 41125 55 b 
} aimed ö e 4) pet be bag ah 
X As many of the unwarrantable precede of 
| the Amtiericatis, in rhe beginnidg'of/cheir oppo- 
. =_ ate not to be defended; but are greatly 


| culpäbie, though as obſerved before, they were 
> ad Ae of 4 thoughtleſs' Faeser; o 
woch le 8 hoſtilities they. are now pers 

| Sa exculcable, although it mult it the 
1 * time be allowed that perſons of m{informed 
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whale body of people (who are part of ourſelves, 


! 
jadgnients ate frequently.) impelied, ce t 


of - mature deliberation and forethought, froth 


one Act of deſperation to anvther, till eutremitivs 
ate puſhed to an enormous length. In this ligut 
vn may confider the preſent melancholy crisis. 
Bat it muſt nevertheleſs be obſerved, that the 
degrazling epithets from time to time fixed upon 


. the Americans in the public prints, are not only 


unjuſt in the authors of them, but would be di- 
honouzable to the beſt cauſe: for what can be 
mers unseaſonable and abſurd than to brand a 


though living. in another quarter of che world) 
with cowardice, when it is notorious, that in 
the capture of Cape Breton from the French in 
1745, they diſplayed ſuch an admirable degree of 


courage, activity and reſolution, as aſtoniſhed 


me whole. world? Nor has een their religion 
eſcaped the defamation and malighity of the 


fouleſt pens, as they are univerſally ſtigmatiaed 


with the odious appellations of canting hypocrites 
and Z/ſemblers. Now though it is a lamentable 
truth, that amongſt all profeſſors of religion, 
there are too many who only aſſume the maſk 


t 
lartſiniſter or ſocular ends, yet it is unmatil/ and 
uncharitable. ta the laſt degree, to reprobate ſuck 
a multitude of people ſor the faults and defects of 
ſotge ; when at the lame. time it is well known 
that tbeit priaciples and tenets are the ſame 
with the greateſt part of the diſſenters here, 
and that amongſt both there are many perſons 
eminent for piety, probity, and an exemplary 
liſe and converſation. But it. ĩs more than pro- 
bable, that thoſe who are ſo ready to calamni- 
ate others indiſcriminateiy on the ſcore of reli- 
gion, have little or uo experimental knowledge 
ol real vital chriſtianity themſelves, and it is alſo 
a ſhrewd ſign. they have as little of that fear of 
God which produces en 15 of4hcir 
En a ee rar 0 Dy 1 N 
> eh +; 8! LAT ee neee 2853 
i ui far diſcloſed: my 1 t 

regard to the contending parties, and the ground 
of their unhappy differences, in the moſt mode- 
rate and conciliatory terms I am capable of, I 
ſhall proceed to the proſecution of the main 
and primary end of this publication, which 
was to ſhew, what effects ſuch a dreadful cala- 
mity ſhould have on the minds of perſons ꝑro- 
As fefling 


£347. 


feffing- chriſtianity, hat improvement they 
fhould make of it in a way of deep humiliation 
at a throne of grace, and by interceffion for 
others, and with what earneſtnefs all ranks of 


people ſhould ſupplicate the God of all wiſtvin 


and mercy to direct them to proper means for 
removing ſo heavy an evil, and for reſtoring 
harmony and a right underſtanding amongſt us, 
and that to this end the king and parliament 
may be diſpoſed to feek for and liſten to terms 
for effecting a laſting and honourable accom- 

'modation : for as the cbntinuance of this bitter 
animoſity muſt needs be. heinouſly offenſive in 
the fight of God, and is certainly one of his 
foreſt- judgments, is "diametrically oppoſite to 
the ſpirit of our holy peaceful religion, and 
utterly ſubvertive of that brotherly love and 


uaity Which fewwants of the ſamè Lord the 


meek. an#lowly Feſas, ſubjects of the ſame ling, 
and whom a happy: ſituation for promoting their 
mutual temporal intereſts connects, ſhould. 
cheriſh and bear to each other. So alſo muſt 
it greatly ſcandalize us to our civil and religious 
- 1 s Nee n, ien . 


JJC DFF cf. wv. os 


e nee poet: 


rs) 
enemies, and afford us ample Sag the 


. 


3 


20 3+ > 3 what are cheſe z. 
Desth's Miniſters, not men I who thus deal death 
Inhumanly to men: and\multiply  , _- 
Ten thouſand: fold the ſin of him who flew-. 


His brother: for, of whom ſuch maſſacckre 


* e h Wenn men, of men? 


75 ey 4 — 


© And-againy, har 
O ſhame to mea l. Devils. wich devils "als 
Firm concord hold; men only difagree. - 
Of creatures rational, tho' under hope 
Os heav'nly Grace: . G 309. prckinin 
peace, . 


Vet live in hatred, a and Wiſe % SPP 
Among themſelves, and levy cruel wars, 
W afting the earth, each other et. 
As if (which. might induce us to accard).. 
Man had not enemies enow beſides,, 
"Who Eren night for his deſtruction wait. 


Murau 8 Par. Loſt. 
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The preſent quarrel may :not improperly, be 
Compared to that between the Iſtaelites and 


their younger brother Benjamin, one belong- 


ing to which tribe had been guilty of a ſhock- 


ing outrage agaiaſt 8 Levite, by abuſing bis 


wife, ſo as to occaſion her: death. This atro- 
cious and horrid deed being repreſented to the 
Iſraelites with all its aggravating circumſtances, 


and the dead body divided into twelve pieces 


being ſent to the other tribes, they were be- 


yond meaſure exaſperated againſt heir brethren, 


and determined to revenge the inſult. Accord- 
ingly, before they drew the ſword, they aſked 


counſel of God (a; we foould have done) ſaying, 
„Which of us mall go up to battle agaiuſt 


the children of Benjamin?“ Now although 
the Lord; the hiſtory tells us, conſented to their 
going to wat; yet, whether there was A tepre- 
henſible and vindictive ſpirit diſcerned in the 
Iſraelites, fluſbed perhaps with the thoughts of 
their numbers and power, or whether their preci- 
pitate conduct, or even the nature of the cop= 


of itſelf, diſpleaſed God, as the parties diſagree- 


ing were branches of the ſame family, and ſub- 
112 | ject 


t. n 


of Jr 44 85 r 2 ore pnrat exe 
2 ty. N to, de 5 thys much is cer- 
= "tot" the dene forees 0 Jof the Urzelites 


ere 0 88 in "the 155 onſet 3 and though 

e aftirwar ds proved viQgrious, yet the fruigs 
of! their vi Vi was matter rather. of grief chan 
Joy bs the Somqueracy bee man 
to the houſe of | Gog,, wept. ſore, and lamented 
gt him, t that t there Was a ttibe that day loft, 

75 0 N ee ker mindhen both” 
leer de whole elation, in Jadgas Abi) 
Egually diſaſtrous, if got infinitely worſe, will 
.the cataſtrophe of the dreadful , diſpute: now de- 
pending hetreen England. and Americe be, if 
he Fecopciligrion en wand lor dus, 


44; 4 my 1. 2 * ” + 
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04 "At on b eee bal al rift im- 
Partial juſtice, with, regard to the praſent national 
broil, may pzeponderate, I wül bumbly re- 
ſume, chat exeay dutiful object, who! ig-wall- 
affected to our amiable Sovereign, aud w 
conſequently wiſhes and prays for the welfare 
and proſperity of every part of his extenſive 

| domi- 
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their ebaracter as men and Chriſtians, 28, by 


[38%] 
dominions, wil join 'with n me in boeping, har 
fuch meaſures will ſpeedily be purſyed, gnd ſuch 
eps be taken, as will tend, pot to wide the 
' alr6ady too · far extended breach, but 57 all poſſi- 
ble means; and in the moſt effeAual manner, to 
reconcilò the contending parties, by propoſing 
fuch terms of reconciliation, 22 making ſach 
conceffons, as may put a Hop to the further 
effuſion of human blood, de hohoufable to this 
country, and hot incompatible with the proſpe= 
. rity--and freedom of the American colonies.— 
But chile I wiſh for ſo. deſtrable an event, 1 
cannot but lament that any ſhould -ſo far forget 


their inflammatory appeals to the. public, to 
invent obſtacles (eſpeeially · thoſo who. profeſe to 
be ambaſſadors of the Prince of Peace)—But as 
the production alluded to bas been proved to 
be, in its moſt eſſential patts, an unfair plagh 
-ariſm;. obtruded under the ſanction of a popular 
name, Iſhall-ſay.no more on that bead, than, 
May Ged convince that writer of his error 2 
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in actual rebellion againſt the King of kingb, 
whoſe” power ie infinite, and whoſe wrath will 
durn like an oven againſt thoſe who reſiſt his 
vill, and obsy not the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus 
Cbriſt.— He has already ſuffered the devouritlg 
fword to de drawn amongſt us, which hab, 
alas; been ſheathed in the bowels of multitudes 
of our uſeful countrymen, many of whom 


— m , . , AT 22. _ 244 us. 


191. 


But to conclude, Where ought'we, as Chr 


tians, to apply for 'd remedy ant affiſtance under 
theſe afflictive circumſtances? Inſtead of truft- 
ing ſolely to an arm of fi:ſh, 'ſhowld: we not in 
the firſt place make an cartieſt'and humble ab- 
plication to that God who ſitteth in the heaveris, 
beholdeth all the inhabitants of the earth, and 
pondereth the ways of the children of men, with- 
out whoſe ſpecial permiſſion the moſt trivial o- 
currences cannot deppen, and whoſe over- 
ruling providenee governs all events ? It cer- 
tainly behoves every one for himſelf to'examitie 
bis own heart, and to ſearch diligently his own | 
ſpirit, whether be is not at this preſent moment 


perhaps may have departed this world to appear 
at the bar of inexorable juſtice, with all their 


1204 


W ines ian; on their beads, unpar- 
doned, unredeemed, unſanctified, unprepared far 
the awful period. And if we. look at the na- 
tion in the : grols, do not it's many and aggra- 
ted fins cry aloud 10, Heaven for  vepgrance 
and for judgment without mercy | contempt. of 
God, profanation of his name, blaſphemy, 
lewdneſs, injuſtice, oppreſſion, rejecting Chriſt, 
and oppoſition to the : purity, power and practice 
of his holy religion, geluge the land, and ate 
dangerous provocation and preparatives ba abs 
_beavieſt and molt ruingus judgmeots. | 
HREN 24240 FNC. 

bi not 'thorefare aſtoniſhing, "that ina 
=ountry, called Chridian, for g. ſelſes of years 
crowned, with innumerable diſtinguiſhed bleſ- | 
bange, though at, preſent labouring under the do- | 
j lorous calamity of u civil war, pregnant with _ I 
bi the moſt horrid conſequences affecting both lives , 
j and property, and. all that is dear to Engliſhmes, 
no day ot time of public faſting and humiliation = 
ſhqauld be apppinted by authority, to try if per- b 
jl adyenture God will avert bis deſerved judgments, U 
„ and deprecate the eyils which ſtill hang over hr 
heads, 
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( ar]. | 
heads; that he may not inflict, or ſülker chem te 
fall upon us! Is it that we think ourſelves in- 
dependent of Onmipotence, and truſt in out 
own arm for deliverance? The Americans, i 
ſeems, have appointed ſeveral faſts on this moyrn- 
ful occafion, which proves that there is at af, | 


„ ſome fear of God, and an ce to his power, | 
„ amongſt then, and we will charitably hope, 
ö and believe, many a. worthy ſincere Chriſtian, I 
F howſocver ignorant and maleyolent perſons may 
a brand them with opprobrious names. — But if a 


is % - ue bb 1 $530] 


no ſuch day ſhould-be ſet apart, I truſt all kri- 
ous perſons will, both in their Aſſemblies and in 
private, offer up their importunate requeſts to 
God” for the peace of our Jeruſalem, and that 
our national ſins may be purged by the : blood of f 
Chrilt;'x Who is the only atoning facrifice, ſo that 


iniquity 122 not Proye « our ur preſent and eternal, 
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It is the earneſt and a wiſh, re- 


bold u0 fh, of the beff and greateſt part of Bis 


Majetty's | ſubjeQs, that he would be gracioully ' 
pleaſed” to think and judge for Kifelf ank 


- calmly 


2421 
calmly to conſider, whether the ruinous ſteps o 
haſtily taken with reſpect to their Ameflenn 
brethren and fellow- ſubjedts are well adviſed” 
or concerted, or can in the end procute either” 
the advancement of the intereſt, honout, or "or or a 
happineſs of theſe realms, —PForaſmuch ; as, (with 
all humility and deference it is preſumed) that 
the generality of the people inbabiting that va 
continent are, from principle, of the moſt loyal” 
diſpoſitions towards his Majeſty and his illuſtri- 
ous houſe, and bear a cordial and inalienable af- | 
ſection to their ſllow-ſubjeSs © on Were We the” I 
Atlantic. 1 | 


p N Legi E 
As the two hn of parliament are now” || * 
. 7 of 


about to meet, it is earneſtly and ſcriufly re 


queffed of all ſerious perſons profeſſing godlinets" |" 
as they fear God, honour the king, and with for” fre 


the peace, proſperity, and happineſs of their na 
country, that they unite their prayers to al- bee 
mighty God, that he will in merey to theſe all 
kingdoms, for which he has wrought ſ- uch von- fear 
derful deliverances i in times paſt, and Rill,” not 8 W * 

W 


withftanding our dail y numberleſs ina 
| 3 con- 
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continues to preſerve 1 I) ky AY: 
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temporal and ee 


Vu one, 15 fag, ogy erat indeed gh, 
not in name only, be inſtant in e 40. he 
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| Opriſt, that be will graciouſly point ant. 
to out "great an d guiding n men in the ſenate ſuch , 
ſyitableex peg ients f for putting a ſtop tothe further., 


hedging the | bl ot our brethren, and fellows . 


ſubjeQs s as may canſiſt with the dignity of the king 
and nation, and that they may be endued with 
ſuch temper and moderation, as to conſult what 
means may be moſt proper to be uſed for re- 
eſtabliſhing unanimity, good-will, and a mutual 
and cordial in:ereourſe between all the members 
of Our divided empire: and that he will put it 
into the hearts of the Americans, ſe far to relax 
from their pretenſions, and relinquiſh: all perti- 
nacious oppoſition, as may be conducive to ef- 
fetuate the above deſireable event.—And that 
all in | general may approve; themſelves a people 
fearing God and working righteouſneſs, and de 


| [made chearfully and willingly ſubmiſſive to the 


laws and legal authority; ſtriving by our ut- 
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mot elfärttz and on'all'c occaſins, 'by tha/grace, 

of bur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to . the honour 
of God; allorn'bis religon, diſcourage and ſop- 
preis vice both in ourſelves and others, and to 
promote the temporal, ſpiritual, and eternal. 
bippidels of each individual, till time ſhall be 


nb more, and at length have an abundatit en- | 
tratice” adminiftered to us into the kin of. 
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glory! 1 Which" unſpeakable bleffings God. 
of his infinite mercy grant, for the Ke of 1 clus 
Chrift our Lord. Amen. Ne | 
i . . 
11 1 non <c N | 
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